
Supervised Injection 
Facility (SIF)



https://www.drugscience.org.uk/
https://www.drugscience.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvvaTnrvOGihdlCy-yxpBiQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/drugscience-ltd/about/
https://twitter.com/drug_science
https://www.facebook.com/DrugScienceISCD/


https://www.addiction-ssa.org/
https://twitter.com/ssa_addiction


What is a Supervised Injection Facility (SIF)?



What’s the difference between SIFs and HAT?



What would a SIF provide?

SIF

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhLoLbORzi0


What are the aims of SIFs and the 
proposed benefits? 

Benefit the 
surrounding 
community by 
reducing drug-related 
litter and the 
visibility of public 
drug use

Gain valuable 
insights into trends 
and patterns in 
drug use 

Reach people who 
inject 
drugs 

Reduce drug-related 
overdose deaths 

Reduce the 
transmission 
of bloodborne 
diseases such as HIV 
and hepatitis B/C

Reduce injection-
related wounds and 
infections

Engage with people 
who use drugs and 
connect them with 
addiction treatment 
services 



How do SIFs prevent an overdose?

•

•

•

•

•

Opioids  



History of SIFs 

1971

1986

1996

2000

2001

2003

2005

2017

2018

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/contents
http://www.drugconsumptionroom-international.org/index.php/locations/2015-09-27-13-40-35/location-switzerland
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/decriminalization-of-narcotics/germany.php#Drug
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/primarycare/socialinclusion/homelessness-and-addiction/supervised-injecting-centre/
https://aph.org.ua/en/news/harm-reduction-sabinet-in-sumy-evaluation-of-one-year-of-work-by-local-authorities/


Current locations of SIFs worldwide

http://www.drugconsumptionroom-international.org/index.php


Recent timeline of SIF developments in the UK
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The Advisory Council 
on the Misuse of Drugs 

(ACMD): 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-27397297
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/576560/ACMD-Drug-Related-Deaths-Report-161212.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drug-misuse-and-dependency-government-responses-to-acmd-reports
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-41941699
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(19)30301-3/fulltext
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/node/3490
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-drugs-phase-one-report/review-of-drugs-summary#part-two---government-intervention
https://www.gov.scot/publications/update-drugs-policy/


Why do we need SIFs in the UK?

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-kingdom-drug-situation-focal-point-annual-report/united-kingdom-drug-situation-focal-point-annual-report-2019


How do drug-related death rates compare 
between countries in Europe?
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https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/drug-related-deaths/2019/drug-related-deaths-19-pub.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/drug-related-deaths/2019/drug-related-deaths-19-pub.pdf


Scotland: a public health emergency 

Wound botulism

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/node/3490
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/news/2020/drug-related-deaths-increase
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-48914110
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-51539601
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-018-0243-9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48853004
https://drugdeathstaskforce.scot/


“

Who is Peter Krykant and what has he 
achieved? 

.

“

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-53991090
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/drugs-activist-peter-krykant-wont-23348736
https://www.drugscience.org.uk/podcast/32-drug-consumption-rooms/
https://anyoneschild.org/2021/01/an-interview-with-peter-krykant/


What is the evidence?

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25456324/


What do people who use drugs think of SIFs?

https://eprints.kingston.ac.uk/id/eprint/36346/1/Butler-G-36346-AAM.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395920300724?via%3Dihub#bib0019


Case Study 1: Sydney, Australia
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Case Study 1: Sydney, Australia
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Case Study 2: Melbourne, Australia
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Case Study 2: Melbourne, Australia
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Case study 3: Vancouver, Canada
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC517857/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0749379705001467


Case study 3: Vancouver, Canada
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306460306002528?via%3Dihub
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002964


What are the concerns regarding SIFs?

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022042616679829
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/34710918.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/34710918.pdf
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/emcdda-home-page_en


What’s the ‘legal grey area’?

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/contents


How can a SIF be set up under the 
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971?

1. Certain activities are made 

“unlawful” e.g. possession

2. The unlawful act is then made an 

“offence” e.g. possession subject to 

certain exceptions or exemptions 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-drug-misuse-and-dependency/2010-to-2015-government-policy-drug-misuse-and-dependency
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3061235


What are the other routes for SIFs to be 
deemed legal?

1 2

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56eddde762cd9413e151ac92/t/5ca1db7571c10bfe7fc5ddb2/1554111351177/Room+for+improvement+-+How+drug+consumption+rooms+save+lives+-+Jarryd+Bartle.pdf


Why do we need to collect evidence 
about the efficacy of SIFs in the UK?

                          
                     

Effect on overdose 

deaths

                          
                     

Effect on bloodborne 

diseases 

Effect on the number of 

injection-related wounds 

and infections

                          
                     

Referral to drug treatment 

services 

                          
                     

Effect on public drug use 

and litter 

How SIFs influence drug taking 

practices 

The cost-based effectiveness of 

SIFs

                          
                     

                          
                     

                          
                     



The Safe Injection Facility Working 
Group (SIFWG)

Aim: Develop the evidence base for 
reducing drug-related harm by piloting 
SIFs in the UK

•

•

•



Conclusion
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