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Gambling Disorder

“Persistent and recurrent problematic gambling behaviour 
leading to clinically significant impairment or distress.”

DSM-IV
Impulse Control Disorders Not 

Classified Elsewhere

DSM-V
Substance-related and Addictive 

Disorders



Iowa Gambling TaskDelay Discounting Task

Impulsivity in Decision 
Making

21 ♂ Veterans 21 ♂ Non-Veterans 
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Risk-Taking, Risk-Perception 
and Impulsivity

Impulsivity

Go/No-Go

S-UPPS-P

50 Veterans

49 Non-Veterans

50 UAFT Students

50 Students

Risk

BART

DOSPERT



0.00

0.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

3.00

3.50

4.00

4.50

5.00

Non-veterans Veterans Students UAFT Students

P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 In
d

ic
e

s 
(d

' a
n

d
 β

) 

Sample Group

Discriminability Index (d') Decision Bias (β)

Risk-Taking, Risk-Perception 
and Impulsivity

Go/No-Go

0.00

2.00

4.00

6.00

8.00

10.00

12.00

14.00

Non-Veterans Veterans Students UAFT Students

A
d

ju
st

ed
 P

u
m

p
 V

al
u

e

Sample Group

BARTDOSPERT

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Sc
o

re

Domain of Risk Taking

Non-Veterans Veterans Students UAFT Students

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Sc
o

re

Domain of Risk Perception

Non-Veterans Veterans Students UAFT Students



Conclusions

• Veterans may be more impulsive than Non-Veterans.

• Veterans are more likely to take risks than Non-Veterans, Students,
and UAFT Students.

• Veterans also perceive these risk behaviours to be highly risky
Perceptions of risk leading to self-regulation of behaviour?

• UAFT Students exhibit high risk-taking scores on DOSPERT and BART
Screening at pre-enlistment may be apposite.



Thank you for your time

Web:   dymondlab.org/veterans-and-gambling-study/

Email: glen.dighton@swansea.ac.uk

Twitter: @VeteransGamUK

Any Questions?


